'GE&ERVIQW WITH MR, JOSEPH APSASSIN, »ORT 81T, JOHB, B.C
July, 1956. Interview by Isabel Loggie, Fairviewz Aibérta.

My, Apsassin was born gt Grousrd, His mother , an
hefore her marriage, hls father was Peter _ApSagiin&a A:zarl‘éckl
epidemic at Grouard resulted in the death of his vparents o fi
and brothers. Joseph Apsassin himself was sick for a -mor,'lti . %rs
does not rememl?er- anything which happened during this illnes:n
Oone day, he sald, h? was able to get up, and found he was the'
only one of his family alive, The same epldemic killed some

eighty people at the Lesser Slave Lake settlement.

The Apsassin house was, 1116‘ remembered, near the Catholic mission
and the priests were visliting the sick and praying for them

during this epidemic.

e worked as a boy doling light chores at Grouard, at one time
chopping wood and getting water for Frank Beaton, Hudson's BRay

trader, When he was fifteen years old he was clearing brush,
fence poles, and cutting wood at Grouard, but does not

making _
remember particularly whom he worked for at that time. When

he was twenty yvears old he became a Hudson's Bay employee for

a time, and came to Fort St. John, where he has been ever since.

He came up river in a "tracked" boat with an eight-man crew.
It was a Bay boat in charge of Dan Ferguson, who worked at

Iesser Slave Lake., He had also come across the Grouard
They

portage to the river with Dan Ferguson, on horseback,
brought supplies from Grouard to last ten days. He remembered

making one camp before Dunvegan, where they stopped Ior a mid-
day meal,

Dr, MacKay (who had, he said, "one eye") was the Hudson's Bay
trader at Grouard:; Frank Anderson was at Hudson's Hope; George

Harvey at Dunvegan; and Max Hamilton at Fort St..John.”

Mr., Apsassin drove dogs with the Bay mall packet and hauled
freight between St. John and Dunvegan in the next few years.
Sometimes on mail trips the snow would be above his knees, T
and he used snowshoes made by himself out of moose-hide Stl’?i gS .

~ He would peel birch wood with the same kind of knife usedi
~ hollowing dug-out canoes, then bend the wood and tie 1t with
~ babiche strings. He can remember going two days without foo@
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Peace River Crossing to be married by the priest there. He
B does not remember her name, and ﬂarsyhe - do‘iiiiif; :g?;;.hnH:ver
B  xnew it, since she was a widow when he married her, and her
5 parents wer at | th@ time 3130 dead.. He had tHO gi;tla and fgﬂr
‘ boys by this first wife: older children died, as there were no
doctors at St. John then. He lived in a house at St. John for
the First few YOarD after his marriage, then moved north to
hunt, In the fall and spring (sometimes four times a

trap and . A -
vear) he would come to .-St. John for supplies.

N sried a Fort St. John girl, taking her down river to o

ge trapped north and south of the river: at one time he 1 .
gbgut two miles up the Cutbank and trapped 2all the wayheeasiv:z
+he Montalgneuse River; later he came north of the river and
1ived more Or less vermanently in the Beaton River airport area,
- ore he still lives. He had a cabin for a while on Neck Creek,
2bout forty-eight miles from the present-day Alaska Highway.

e had at one time a herd of some sixty horses which he had
bought from the Hudson's 3ay, from other Indians and half-breeds.
His first four horses were three mares and a stallion which he
ought from the Bay, and from these he raised others. His
furs were used as credit when he needed grub and clothing: a
black fox he sold To the Bay at St., John, for instance, brought

a eredit of $1000; and he killed some 200 lynx one year when
lynx were worth $3 each, '

In the old days, he sz21d, a man trapped "in" a place or area,
not on a trapline.

When Mr, Apsassin came TO 3t. John first he saw a buffalo cCOW
‘and ealf. Chi-f Montaignais gave his people instructions not

- to shoot, but some fool-hardy young Indian ignored the chlef.
' " That cow and calf were the last buffalo in the

hn areg as far as Mr, Apsassin knew, He saw

ance from the post.

Beaver Indian Pouce Coupe was an old blind man

. Apsassin came to St. John first. He remembered seelr

1'."

. worth $20 at the Bay post at St. John. Pouce Coup
. the Pouce Coupe prairie summer and winter.

]



r charlie ." ’ Yelase, Appas, Ateselis and Achin; = : :n:i tije-g Wolf

He was coming 1n_to St. John from - ' ' B
e he Flondikers' wagons where they had been Tolled into the
~peek bottom. As Tar as he knew, the Indians who pushed ‘if:nee
wagons over the hill were from Fort Nelson., They had wi_ntefed
their horses i:r_l the Blueberry area, on the flat where Mr G
Apsassin now lives, and continued north to Fort Nelson. ‘ In the
spring, when they returned, they found some of the horses dead.
' assin said the ice might have been responsible for the

Jeath of these horses, but the Fort Nelson man apparently

- et
F A

nlamed the white prospectors,” -

He said that his clothing consisted of woollen pants bought
ay at St. John, and a shirt and underwear Irom the

a " He would tear strips off Hudson's Bay blankets and
_ and his feet and legs inside his mocassins. His

1d be of moosehide 1lined with wool and skin - 1.¢€.

70 ‘de.turned fur-side towards the hand. He had a beaver
(Apsassin's) request.

1dom .
o but remembered 1ots of fish and

myer ate fish at St. John ,
- at Grouard., Mainly he ate mixed amoked meat and dried

t St., dJohn,

. ' hide
Yeven mMoose hing and travelling gro

g family groupP.
the younger pPeov

e : _ . 2 with 2 neadache,
haw  iiaps in his fapily wers R _ - :
When he or others in hls "PW 0, ;" and put against A€ head

I #s Spelled phonetically. 89"
. z% This incident took place in 1 AL
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